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altar of the Chair, where for the second time the cardinals,
followed by the Patriarchs, Archbishops and Bishops paid
homage. The cardinals assisting at the throne were
Cardinals Vanutelli, Billot and Lega; the English Cardinal
Gasquet was the Deacon officiating. After the Gloria,
Cardinal Billot, carrying the ferula, accompanied by the
Auditors and the Rota and the Consistoral Advocates,
descended to the Confessio and recited the Litanies proper
to the Coronation. The Epistle and Gospel were said in
Greek as well as in Latin. The Creed and Offertory were
followed by the special ceremony of the consuming of two
Hosts by the Sacristan, the third being preserved for the
Mass. After this His Holiness returned to the altar for the
solemnity of the Consecration, returning to the Throne
for Holy Communion, the Host and Chalice being brought
to him by the Cardinal Dean officiating, who received
Holy Communion at his hands after the Holy Father hail
consumed a part of the Precious Blood through the
traditional golden tube.
The Mass was concluded with the Pope at the altar,
and the Coronation Ceremony itself followed, carried out
at a dais erected in front of the Confessio, The senior
Cardinal Dean imposed the tiara, and the prayers were
recited by the Dean of the Sacred College, Cardinal
Vanutelli and Cardinal Lega were there to lift the mitre
from the Holy Father's head before the imposition of the
tiara. With the re-formation of the cortege and the return
to the Chapel of the Pieta, the public ceremony was at an
end.
Of the many things used in the Coronation ceremony,
perhaps the most romantic historically is the Fisherman's
Ring. As is known, in early times, all bishops wore rings